
October 20, 2018 – CWL Diocesan Christian Family Life Standing Committee Chair Report 
 
Catholic Women's League Members in our Parish Councils are responding to the League's theme: 
"Inspired by the Spirit, Women Respond to God's Call". 
 
Firstly, it is worth noting that because "Helping the Homeless" was chosen as the Provincial sub-
theme, at every 2018 CWL function, attendees are encouraged to donate socks for the homeless 
which in turn are distributed to the homeless through such organizations as the local Food Banks. 
You are to be congratulated on your generous response to donate women's personal care 
products as well today. 
 
May was a very busy month for most Councils. They were encouraged to plan at least one family 
event for National Family Week in May. One Council reports that they cooperated and shared 
expenses with the Church Parish Council for a Sunday Family Event of Bowling & Pizza for the 
First Communicants & their parents. 
 
Pope Francis says, "we talk about diversified families: different types of families.  But the human 
family as an image of God, man & woman, is only one."  There is a current fear by many that the 
family unit is being destroyed. Please pray and promote family life along with family activities in 
parishes and communities.  
 
Also, in May three CWL Members attended The COLF Conference in Ottawa titled "The Joy of 
Marriage; Embracing God's Vision".  As well, some Councils were involved in Clergy Anniversary 
Celebrations and Crowning of Mary Events at Nursing Homes.  
 
The fall tends to be a great time for renewal and new ideas. Councils are encouraged to try one 
new activity if possible. Having smaller sub-committee meetings can help to get a new activity 
started. One council reports initiating a Seniors Outreach Project. I would appreciate information 
and photos of new activities/projects from councils. 
 
Please pray for the success of the 2018 Synod of Bishops which begins Oct. 28th with the theme 
"Young People, the Faith & Vocational Discernment." 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, I have had the pleasure of attending 2 Pro-Life Events: one called 
First Step Options and the other Right to Life.  It is encouraging to see and hear people from 
different religious affiliations showing concern and support for the sanctity of all life. The guest 
speaker at Right to Life stressed that the new early abortion pill has many risks including death. 
CWL Members are fortunate in that we belong to an organization that has a voice with 
governments. 
 
Therfore, I have placed a form in each President's folder for the CFL Chair to use at their 
November monthly meeting to help in the CWL National's plea for signatures for the 2019 One 
Million Pledge, a project to gather one million plus signatures to be presented to federal 
government in support of pro-life issues in Canada.   It would be appreciated if CFL Chairs would 
forward it to Alliance for Life Ontario address at bottom of the form. Thanks to the CFL Chairs for 
all that you do for God & Canada 
 
Submitted by: Elaine Turner, CFL Chairperson 


